Course:  

Italian 251 – Dante in Translation

Professor: 

Heather Webb, French and Italian

221 Hagerty Hall

614-292-2273

webb.345@osu.edu
Office hours:  by appointment and regularly as scheduled each quarter

Description:   

Students will study Dante's Divine Comedy with a focus on the Inferno. In addition to a close reading of the text itself, we explore the historical, religious, philosophical and literary worlds that the poem engages.  This course will be taught in English and is intended to fulfill a GEC requirement for students who are interested in Dante or in Italian culture, literature or history but who are not, or not yet, prepared to read the work in Italian.  The principal texts will be selections from the Inferno but students will also read selections from Purgatory and Paradise as well as related works.

Italian 251, Dante in Translation, fulfills the Literature requirement for the Arts and Humanities category of the GEC.  Objectives:  

The principal objectives of this course are to help students 1) become familiar with this important work that has had such an influence on western culture; 2) gain knowledge of the history and culture of medieval Italy; 3) learn strategies for analyzing a text and a historical context that are “foreign” to them and 4) become interested in the study of Italian or another literature and culture.

Methods of Evaluation:
Attendance:  





      10%
Short research assignments (web research):

      10%
5-6 page research paper (with one revision):  
      25%

Midterm examination (short answer and essay):              25%

Final examination (short answer and essay):                    30%

For the short research assignment, students will be asked to find, via the internet, an image representing an episode from the Comedy.  One example would be an illustration by Gustave Doré.  The student will then write a two-page comparison of that image to the relevant portion of text.  How does the image interpret the text?

The research paper will be an in-depth exploration of one canto discussed in class.  The student will need to demonstrate the interpretive skills gained in the class in a close analysis of the text.  Students will show the ability to interpret stylistic elements and to trace out references to historical events, religious motifs, philosophical debates, etc.

Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp).

Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
Schedule:

WEEK ONE:

Introduction

Beatrice

Vita Nuova, Dante Alighieri, ed. and trans. Dino S. Cervigni and Edward Vasta (Notre Dame, Indiana:  University of Notre Dame Press, 2002) chapters 3, 26, 41 and 42 (pp. 48-53, 110-115, 142-145).
WEEK TWO:

The poet lost
Inferno, Dante Alighieri, ed. and trans. Robert M. Durling with Introduction and Notes by Ronald L. Martinez and Robert M. Durling (New York:  Oxford University Press, 1997), Canto 1(pp. 26-39)

Virgil and Ancient knowledge in the medieval world:  poetry, philosophy and science 

Inferno Canto 2, Canto 3 (pp. 40-69)
WEEK THREE:

Short research assignment (see p. 1)

Paolo and Francesca – love, lust and lyric poets

Inferno Canto 5 (pp. 87-99)

Medusa and Dante criticism

Inferno Canto 9 (pp. 140-153)
WEEK FOUR:

Heresy, politics and Dante’s guilt

Inferno Canto 10 (pp.154-169)

Suicide

Inferno Canto 13 (pp.198-217)

WEEK FIVE:

Homosexuality in the Inferno?

Inferno Canto 15 (pp. 230-245)

Middle Hell – fraud, the corrupt Church and Infernal comedy

Inferno Canto 19, Canto 21, Canto 22 (pp.288-303, 318-345)

WEEK SIX:

Midterm

Ulysses 

Inferno Canto 26 (pp. 398-415)

WEEK SEVEN:

The modern consciousness – Guido and Prufrock

Inferno Canto 27 (pp. 416-431) and T.S. Eliot “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock” (Mineola, NY:  Dover Publications, 1998) pp.1-5.

Ugolino, the cannibal(?)

Inferno Canto 32, Inferno Canto 33 (pp.498-533)

WEEK EIGHT:

First draft of research paper due

Through Satan to Purgatory

Inferno Canto 34, (pp.534-549) Purgatorio Dante Alighieri, ed. and trans. Robert M. Durling with Introduction and Notes by Ronald L. Martinez and Robert M. Durling (New York:  Oxford University Press, 2003), Canto 1(pp. 18-33)

The Purgatorial difference – Anti-Guido, Anti-Francesca

Purgatorio Canto 5, Canto 10 (pp.78-91, 158-171)

WEEK NINE:

The Siren and the Sweet New Style

Purgatorio Canto 19 and Purgatorio Canto 24 (pp. 308-325, 400-419)

The Formation of a Fetus and the Formation of a Poet

Purgatorio Canto 25 and Purgatorio Canto 26 (pp. 420-455)

WEEK TEN:

Beatrice returns

Purgatorio Canto 30, Purgatorio Canto 31 (pp. 510-547)

Passage to Paradise

Purgatorio Canto 33, (pp. 566-583) Paradiso, Dante Alighieri, ed. and trans. Allen Mandelbaum (New York:  Bantam Books, 1986) Canto 1 (pp. 2-9)

WEEK ELEVEN:

Final draft of research paper due

Seeing Mary, Seeing God 

Paradiso Canto 31, Canto 32, Canto 33 (pp. 279-303)

Conclusions
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